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Say cheese: Bridgette Owston with .baby Jersey calf Cinderella on her parents’ farm. Inset: Bridgette with little

will be auctioned to raise awareness of autism. Pictures: Daniel Wilkins

REGINA TITELIUS

DAIRY farmers Belinda and
Wayne Owston have had a
long-standing romance with
the Perth Royal Show.

They met at the Show in
2005, and when they married
four years later, the maid of
honour was a prize-winning
Jersey cow, alongside a hand-
some Red Poll bull as the best
man.

And now, with two young
children, Jake, almost 3, and
Bridgette, 5, the Owstons are
making their annual trip to the
Show to hopefully collect a few
more ribbons for their stud
beef and dairy cattle property
at Whitby, near Mundijong.

Among the animals on ex-
hibition will be heifer Rose,
from their Broselinda Park
Holstein stud line. Rose will be
auctioned at a special stud sale
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in March to raise awareness
for Autism West. With both of
their kids recently diagnosed
as autistic, the Owstons are
keen to inform people about
the condition.

“Before last year, we didn’t
know anything about autism,”
Mr Owston said. “This is our
way of raising awareness, par-
ticularly in country areas.”

Mr Owston said although
farm life could sometimes be a
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challenging environment for
their children, particularly
Jake who had no sense of fear,
it also offered many rewards.

Autism West chief execu-
tive Alison Davis said: “Young
people on the autism spec-
trum, whether they’re in re-
gional or metro areas, need
support to develop their social
skills.

“The initiative the Owston
family is taking with auction-
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brother Jake, mum Belinda, dad Wayne and Rose the cow, who

ing Rose, and to raise their kids
on their farm, is a great exam-
ple of what people in our com-
munity can do to raise
awareness and offer wonderful
opportunities to the lives of
kids on the autism spectrum.”

Mr Owston is speaking in
November at the Autism West
Symposium.

The Royal Show starts on
Saturday.

autismwest.org.au

Two 'first
ladies’ set
to meet

SAMANTHA MAIDEN

MICHELLE Obama will hold
talks with Lucy Turnbull in
New York this week.

The US President’s wife,
who made her first official ap-
pearance on the US campaign
trail for Hillary Clinton over-
night, has emerged as one of
the Democrats’ biggest weap-
ons in the political race. Both
she and the Australian Prime
Minister’s wife are former
high-flying lawyers and phi-
lanthropists who are expected
to discuss their charity work.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull will address
the United Nations and hold
talks with President Obama.
Mr and Mrs Turnbull will also
visit the 9/11 memorial in New
York.

Mrs Obama has emerged as
a heavyweight political player
in the campaign to win the
White House. Yesterday, she
unloaded on Republican can-
didate Donald Trump in a
speech in Fairfax, Virginia.

“If a candidate is erratic and
threatening; if a candidate traf-
fics in prejudice, fears and lies
on the trail; if a candidate has
no clear plans to implement
their goals; if they disrespect
their fellow citizens, including
folks who made extraordinary
sacrifices for our country; let
me tell you, that is who they
are,” she said.

“A candidate doesn’t sud-
denly change once they get
into the office.”
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COUNTRY ENQUIRIES & PHONE ORDERS WELCOME

OSBORNE PARK 2/18 Hector Street (West) Osborne Park Phone: 9204 2045
MYAREE 3/47 McCoy Street Myaree (next to Hulme Court) Phone: 6161 4123
CANNINGTON 14 Cecil Avenue Cannington (opposite Carousel) Phone: 9258 8631

Savings off selective regular lines. Products may not be displayed in all stores.

*

All stores open Monday-Friday 9-5pm, Tuesday 9-4pm, Saturday 9-1pm
Myaree & Osborne Park also open Sunday 11am-4pm
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